Thoughts from Australia

A message from those of us on the other side of the world and who are unable to be with you today.  

Australia was, of course, where Marta spent most her time over the last twenty years. One of the things that she sometimes said was that she didn’t want a normal funeral. But rather, she wanted people to have a party. Perhaps we should interpret that sentiment and use this as an occasion to celebrate her life.

As well as being a fighter, she never missed an opportunity to enjoy every day. Although, as we all know, this wasn’t always easy. An overriding force was a love of her family – this, of course, did not always extend to any of her three husbands. But for immediate family it was very noticeable that she cared deeply.

Marta often took on challenging tasks. But she was also a fun loving; active person, who followed her passions and who was resolute in difficult situations. It was not uncommon for her to fill her day playing eight hours of bridge at Grand Slam level, come home to chastise her playing partners, read books about bridge, followed by a session talking about bridge. All the while smoking two cigarettes at the same time – a detail which she invariably denied doing. 

Marta had a strong personality, made friends easily and felt comfortable in any culture – to the degree that many people, including strangers and those many years her junior, came to her for advice. She spoke her mind, followed her conscience and was a proud woman who enjoyed sharing her stories with others.

She is deeply missed by her family, friends and an army of bridge players.
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